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For * 1 Foundation can no Man lay, than that is 
laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt. 1. Cox. iii. 11. 


They went out from us, but they were not of us; M 
if they had been of us, f they would no doubt have conti- | 


nued + But Kc went. out from us, that they might be 


made . t MAY were not all 1 1. . ry 
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'of pon this Rock I will build my Church, &c. 


HERE is no text in ſcripture of greater impor- 
tance than this; none more plain and eaſy, and 

none leſs underſtood by the learned in almoſt all ages: 
The chucch of Rome by cutting it ſhort of the connec- 
tion and of other parts of ſcripture, builds it upon 
Peter, the word ſignifying a rock, and does not believe 
what our ſaviour ſays in the preceding verſe, that fleſb 
and blood has not revealed it unto thee ; and here in the 
rext, s 2 this rock I will build my church; as if he 
had ſaid, Peter, it is not my preaching unto thee, nar 
our own human induſtry, that has enabled thee to 
believe thus ſavingly of me, that Jam the ſon of the 
Almighty which is to fave mankind ; but tis of a di- 
vine nature revealed unto thee by the holy ſpirit, 
who alſo taught the prophets of old to believe what 


they wrote, that I am the ſure foundation, Ia. xxviii. 
16. Pal. cxvili. 20. 


* Peter, thou art a weak man, a weak ſervant-maid 


is fit to overturn your bottom; therefore put no con- 
dence in the fleſh; but J have prayed the father 
for you, and will ſend the comforter, and he ſhall in- 
ſtruct you my apoſtles to teach others by What means 
they ſhall inherit eternal life, and the danger they are 


teach, for I will give unto thee the keys, to ohn up 


to wy church in all ages, and all the powers, of the 


in, if they follow not my religion, which you ſhall 


and make it fully known to the world, and ſhall conu- 
nue your inſtructions in writing to be a perfect rule 
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4 5 Die FounraTion ® the | 
devil and of the wicked ſhall not prevail againſt my 


church, ſo as to overthrow it. 


Peter, I do not fay, I will build my church upon 
© thee; tho? thou ſhalt be one of my twelve founda- 
tions to carry on the work I have begun; for in a 
little time I will leave you and go to the father, and 
* ſend the Holy Ghoſt to bring my doctrine freſh into 
* the memory of you my apoſtles, who ſhall, be all e- 

qually concerned in carrying on the work of the mi- 
niſtry, and ſhall put into writing whatever I ſhall 
think Propers to be a compleat ſtanding rule for my 
church in all ages; and they will perſecute you unto 
the death, and ſome of your own followers in after 
ages will turn aſide, and make unto themſelves a new 
teligion, and endeavour to deſtroy my church from 
off the face of the earth; but the foundation ſtand- 
eth ſure. I told you before, it will be upheld from 
heaven; I will be with you always unto the end of 
the world. EE rene | 

Peter, thou art conceity, and ſhalt brag of thy- 
felf as a ſelf-righteous per ſon, and will ſay, tho* all 


brought to know by experience, that there is no 
greatet weakneſs than aman's ownſtrength: And again, 
when TI will ask if thou loveſt me, you will not boaſt 
after the former manner, h none elſe ſhould will 
but will ſpeak after a more humble and gentle man- 
ner, ſaying, thou knoweſt all things, thou knoweſ? 
that I love thee: Peter, thou art now right, and I 
can't but know it; for I have procured you grace 
ſo to do; the foundation and footing which all my 
followers or church can expect to ſtand by, is from 
aboye: Any other foundation might be overthrown 
by a thouſand thouſand ſundry ways; but the foun- 
dation-which is from above, is firm and laſting, and 


the world, who deſign to feed my ſheep, my flock, 
3 5 my 
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men deny thee, I will not; but thou ſhalt ſoon be 


only abletokeep ti church from falling; the belicf of 
which is neceſſary for all thoſe to have, till the end of 
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they be ve and do it, but I will raiſe them up; for 


| CHUxch of ROME. 1 ; 
my lambs, or, in other words, be a teacher in m 
church. | #* 
Peter, I think it not ſtrange, that thou ſhouldeſt 
be a ſelf-righteous perſon; for many of my beſt peo- 
ple of old have been miſtaken that way, Fob was 
one of the perfecteſt, and led the beſt life of any man 
inthe eaſt ; he did not fin in fo doing, but in aſcribin 
the power of fo doing in himſelf; young Elibu, who 
-wrote the book, and who was inſpired: by the Al- 
mighty to bring 796 to reaſon, let him know, that 
the moſt high enableth him in a moſt private manner, 
that man perceiveth it not: ob xxxiji. 14. 
Our Saviour compares it to they wind, that none 
knows from whom it came: FTohy iii. 8, He is not 
at this pains, for any benefit to. himſelf; for if man 
doth what is right, the advantage is his own; and if 
he does wrong, it is to himſelf : 7b xxxy, 6. There 
is no doings of man can add any thing to him; yet he 
rendereth to every one, ngt for, but according to, his 
works; the moſt high — know, that if he could 
not, perform the wonderful works that are made, no 
more could his own right hand ſave him: Fob xl. 14. 
Mz»fes, that meek man, one might have thought, 
would not have fallen into the ſame ſin of ſelf-righte- 
ouſneſs, after ſo viſibly ſeeing the hand of the moſt 
high in all his doings z yet he did not ſanctify the Lord 
in the eyes of the people; nor aſcribe the glory to 
him, as he ihou'd have done, but to themſelves, ſaying, 
muſt we fetch you water out of this rack: Numb. xx. 
10, and it diſpleaſed the Lord, and he called it unbe- 
lief, for which he would not ſuffer him to lead that eom 
gregation into the land of promiſe z; verſe 12. There 
fore, Peter, if I ſuffer you, or any of my church, to- 
be almoſt vexed unto death, *tis not that I take delight 
in bruizing them, but thro? love and kindneſs to them, 
to bring them to know their duty, and hat they 
are to beſieve concerning me; and no ſooner than 
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the foundation is loving and kind, as well as ſtrong an 
able, and can never be made to forſake his church and 


people. 


De FounDaTion of the 


Te apoſtle Peter himſelf takes this ts be the mean- 


ing of the text, when he ſays our Saviour is the chief 


corner ſtone, the head ſtone of the corner, and a rock 


of offence to thoſe that ſtumble or turn aſide: 1 Peter 


u. 6, 7, 8. and the apoſtle Paul ſays, another foun- 


dation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Feſus 
, Chriſt: 1 Cor. Wi. 11. 


Little children, you fee the apoſtle Peter knew bet- 
ter things than to pretend to be the foundation, and 
none of the fathers ever claimed for the firſt ſix hun- 
dred years ; therefore the church of Rome came too 
late by ſix hundred years for the firſt religion; and thoſe 


Fathers of the church of Rome which came after wards, 


were the worſt men in the world, as may be ſeen, firſt, 
by the hiſtory of the popes z ſecondly, by the religi- 
on they have made; and ſhirdly, by the practice of the 
people under their eſtabliſnment. 

Firſt, I ſhall give Fou a ſhort hiſtory of ſome ot the 
popes; Boniſace the zd was made the firſt univerſal 
biſhop or pope, by Phocas the emperor; but Rame was 
not the fixed place for the popes at that time, there hav- 
ing three at one time {et up for it in ſundry parts after- 
wards, anathematizing and curſing each other; there 
ns none put in for it here in Killead, or probably he 
would have gained it, as being the moſt ſanctified place, 
and have out-damn'd them all out of it; but Rome 


gained it by producing Peter's chair in it, tho“ Peter 
never was there in his life. | 


Pope John the 8th, whoſe proper name was Foan G1l- 


*. berta, a Dutch woman, going in man's attire attained 


to learning and the popedom, played the whore; and 
by ftriving to conceal her labour, died the ſecond 
year of her reigh. 


Pope John the 11th kept a whore called, Marogia, 
"who ſmothered him with a Pillow, that her ſon might 
attain the popedom, Simpſen. Pope 
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Cruxcn of ROME. - 
Pope John the 13th, was a whoremaſter and extor- 
tioner; of ſome of his cardinals he put out their eyes; 
from ſome he cut out their tongues; ſome their noſes; 
ſome their fingers and privy- members; committed in- 
ceſt with two of his ſiſters; at dice he called to the 
devil for help; and drank a health to him; for money 


he made boys biſhops ; lay with his own mother, and 


his father's concubine, raviſhed maids and wives; at 
length being found in the act of adultery, was flain 
by the woman's husband. Simpſon. * 

Pope Silveſter the ſecond was a great conjurer, an 

by wy of the devil attained the popedom, and had a 

romiſe of the devil he ſhould live till he would fay 
maſs in Jeruſalem; the lent after, ſaying maſs in the 
chapel of Sr. Croſs, ſuddenly fell ſick; remembering 
it was called Feruſalem by ſome people, and finding 
how the'devil had cozened him, ordered his cardinals 
when dead, to cut his body in inches, for having be- 
fore bequeathed his ſoul to the devil. Simpſon. 

Pope Benedict the gth attained the 2 by ma- 
gic at twelve years of age, and. practiſed inchantments 
and conjurations by magic; made women follow. him 
to the woods to ſatisfy his luſt; and being afraid of the 
emperor, whom he affronted, and of loſing the pope- 
dom. ſold it for 1500 pound weight of gold; and going 
into a foreſt to practiſe his ſorceries, the devil (trang- 
led him to death, | 


Pope Gregory the 6th, ſcholar to Silveſter, and as 


great a conjurer as his maſter, after many horrible 


miſchiefs committed, was baniſhed Rome, andended his 
life miſerably in Germany. - Balleus. Sil 
Pope Hildebrand, attaining his papacy by uylawful 
means, ſet the world in a combuſtion; he was a mur- 
derer, a conjurer, a conſulter with familiar ſpirits; hir- 
ed one to kill the emperor as he was at prayers; en- 
> avian Fon the hoſt for an anſwer againſt the emperor, 


becauſe it would not ſpeak, threw it in the firezand after 


wer ſuch villanies was depoſed, and died like a vaga- 
0 


Singſon. Pope 


"© -. Die Founbation of the ET 
Pope Clement the 6th poiſoned the emperor Lewis 
/ of Bavaria, and ſhortly after himſelf was ſtifled to 
death. dem. Ar ASA ER | 
4A; Pope Clement the Bth was a baſtard, a bawd, a ra- 
"bi viſher and a ſodomite. | 
| Pope Fulius the 3d kept a young man called ITnnd- 
cent, as a catamite, and made him cardinal ; and Ferom 


Mautius wrote in defence of ſodomy, which book was 
| 
| 


licenſed by ſaid pope, and called a divine work; for he 
was pleaſed with no other kihd of venery. 
Pope Alexandet the 3d, a proud perſon, having tak- 
en the emperor”s ſon priſoner, the father came barefoor, 
in a cold winter, to interceed/for his fon; and ſtood 
threes days ſo at his gate, none pitying him; 'till one of | 
1 the pope's cone ubines ſpoke in his behalf, at which be 
HF! ſent for the emperor, and ordered him to hold downhis 
1 head, then he laid his foot on the emperor's neck, ſay- 
ing, thou ſhalt walt upon the adder and baſilist, ſhalt 
tread down the lyon and dragon; the emperor anſwered, 
nit thee, but Peter; the popereply'd, both me and Peter. 
Pope Urban the 6th was a moſt cruel man; he Cauſ- 


others of them to be ſowed up in lacks and caſt into the 
fea; three more to be knock*d publickly on the head, 
1 and their bodies dried in an oven, and put in a cheſt, and 
„ * carried about with him, with their red hats above it: 
Shortly after, as he was gathering money with much 
i} greedineſs, fell off his mule and died. Simpſon. 
| Pope Sixtus the 4th unjuſtly vexed all taly with wars; 
1 one of his own writers faith among all the bawds of 
| 


thoſe latter days that kept brothel-houſes, this pope 
ſurmounted them all; at Rome he erected ſtews of a 


cardinal of St. Lucy free leave to uſe ſodomy ; he cauſ- 


Onuments. 


Alſo Mecellus ſaith, he decided the diſpute among the 


— 


friars 
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ed a cardinal who had diſpleaſed him, to be ſlain; five 6 


double abomination, allowed the whole family of the d 


ed every whore to pay him a certain rate, which years {| 


„ "way to the ſum of 40000 duckets, AFs and | 


Croren of ROME. _.. 9 
ſriars about the virgin Mary, and commanded all to 
believe ſhe was born without original fin; he intro- 
' duced beads in prayer, ſalt and ſpittle roſſings and 
dirt in baptiſm; he inſtituted the feaſt of conception, 
and the preſentation & Mary, and Anna, and Joſe ph, 

canonized Þonavent#re\, and St, Francis, &c. | 
Pope Innocentius the 4th, after many abominable 
pranks, as he was in Naples, a voice was heard in his 
court, faying, ariſe O zwretch and come to judgment | the. 
day after he was found dead in bed, all black and 

blue, as if he had been beat to death. 

Pope Alexander the 6th was more than barbarouſ- 
+ ly cruel, had a burning deſire of advancing his many 
| baſtards; he was moſt cunning in magick ; he poi- 
ſoned his own father, and a cardinal at Rome, for their 
gold and treaſure; he and two of his ſons committed 
inceſt with his daughter Lucretia, divorced her from 
two husbands, the firſt for being too mean a perſon, 
the 2d. 22. the lord of Pe/ere, for being impotent as to 
the act of generation; and confirmed all by apoſtolical 
ſentgnce, becauſe he could not bear a co-rival in his 
love; and his fon, the cardinal of Valence, cauſed his 
brother the duke of Caudia, to be murdered in the o- 
pen ſtreet, for ſuſpecting him to have greater ſhare in 
the love of madam Lucretia, their common ſiſter, than 

himſelf: He took a fee of 200. ducats for poiſoning 
the grand Turk's brother, after he had ſworn friend- 
ſhip to him: He procured aid of the Turk to war 
againſt the king of Frante : He cauſed the tongue and 
hands of Anthony Manvil to be cut off, for making an 
oration in reproot of his wickedneſs; he conſulted the 
devil in every thing he went about, and having a glaſs 
of poiſoned wine prepared for one of his cardinals he 
diſliked, thro' miſtake the butler gave it hinffelf, 
wheregt he died with horrible groans. S1mp/agy guib. 
Bembus. © 74 
And Potantus, and Samazarias writeth, that when. 
he ficken'd with the poiſon, he ſent his ſervant M dna 
B to 


to the armoury for his necromantick-book, that he 
might find the tendancy of his ſickneſs; the ſervant 


burnt for ſaying, none was vicar of Chriſt after Peter, 
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returned in a fright, aying, hs ſaw a man ſit in the 
pope's chair lie himſelf, after a little he ſent him back 
again, telling him, he had nothing to do with the man, 
but he would find the little bog guilt with gold and 
precious ſtones; the fervant again coming to the place, 
the devil, in the pope's chair, asked him, what he 
wanted, he ſaid I'm come an errand of the pope's ; 
replied the devil, I am the pope; the ſervant returning, 
the devil came in after to the pope in form of a foot- 
man; the ſervant being put out, the devil told him his 
time was come; but faid the pope, did you not pro- 


miſe T ſhould reign nineteen years; replied the devil, 


it was eleven years and eight months, which makes 
nineteen, and is now expired, and all promiſed. The 
footman went off, and ſoon alter the Pope died in a 
rage. 
| ; om John the 24th was accuſed before the coun- 
Ell of Conftance, for ſimony, hereſy, poiſoning, cozen- 
ings, murder, adulteries, and ſodomy ; which bein 
proved againſt him, he was depoſed and baniſhed**til 
death. Fdem. : L 

Pope Les the toth admiring the great hea 
ney he had got by indulgences, ſaid to aer Pat put 


bus, come ſee what a great deal of wealth I have got- 


ten by this babble; ſoon after, as he lay on his death- 
bed, the ſame cardinal rehearfing a text to comfort him, 
replied, away with theſe babbles concerning Chriſt. 
Acts and Monuments. 

Pope Innocent the 8th, ſcraped up a mighty mals 
of money from all Chriſtendom, pretending to make 
war with the Turk for their converſion; but divided 
it among his baſtards: He adjudged Gebrge king of 
Bohemia a heretick; took the kingdom from him, and 
gave & to Matthias king of Pononia; allo cauſed, in 
the town of Plus, eight men and fix women to be 


but 


of mo- 


Cnunxck of ROME. IT 
but thoſe that follow the poverty of Chriſt; he alſo ac- 
cuſed the lord of the plate for hereſy, and burgt him, 
for ſpeaking on their behalf to ſave their lives. | 

Pope Julius the 2d, falling out with the French, 
threw his keys in the river Tibur, ſaying, if the keys 
of St. Peter would not do with them, he would be- 
take himſelf to the ſword of St. Paul, convoying an 
army of 200,000 men out of the city againſt them; 
ſoon afterews came, his army was routed at the bat- 
tle of Ravenna, at which he fell to prayers at the fire 
ſide where he heard it; ſaying, the devil take the 
French; holy virgin mother deſtroy them, for they are 
a moſt bale and wicked people. | 

Pope Boniface the 8th being plundered by the 
French, was found to have more wealth than all the 
kings of the earth could have raiſed by one year's re- 
venue. Heidfeld. 

The pope fell out with %u king of Namur, for 
taking part with the French, and with Henry the 8th 
of England, for throwing off his ſupremacy, and gave 
their kingdoms to the firſt Spaniard that would leize 
them, pronouncing them hereticks. * 

Pope John the 21{t got the popedom by evil means, 
tho' he was not entered into church orders: Baronius 
faith, all things were done then at Rome by inchanters 
and necromancers. 

Pope Jobn the 22d left to his heirs 250 tons of 2 

Pope Jobn the 23d ſaid, the cardina were fools, 
for ſwearing me to do nothing but what is agreeable. to 
them, for I will let them know, all power in heaven 
and earth is given to me; I have a right of power to 
diſpenſe with oaths, to giygygadiſpenſation againſt St. 
Peter and St. Paul, and he four evangeliſts. 

The popes have a booſt calld taxa camare apaſtolect, 
to know the rate of any fin, upon what terms a man 
may keep a whore, be a ſodomite, murder his father, &e. 


There were many others no better than theſe, but ? 


need not go on continually numerating the many aba- 
2 miuatione 
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dinances, 


12 The FounpaTlow of the 
minations practiſed among them, when their very beſt 
Performances, ſuch as reading for prayers the compo- 
fares of other men, is in flat contradiction to the apo- 
ſtle Peter's advice, 1 Petep iv. ro, 11. Let every man. 
miniſter according to the abilities given him. ; 
I am 2dl/y to give ſome ↄ ccount of the religion they 
have made, and that is hke themſelves. 
Firſt, *Tis a loathſome thing to ſee a dog eat the 
fleſh of a man, much more ſo, to ſee a man eat it: 


but this they are made to believe, contrafy to all the 


ſenſes and powers their maker has given them, by their 
T ranſubſtantiation, 

2dly, Their high and mighty pride of AZ/olution 
and forgiving of fins, which our Saviour never preten- 
ded to do to any, but thoſe who believe his word and 
obey. LS 

zdly, Their praying in a tongue the people do not 
underſtand; as if the people were all born natural 
fools, and do notvalue their underſtanding. 2 

4thly, Their worſhipping ſaints and angels; ſome of 
whom they canonized themſelves for their murders.and 
abominations, in deſtroying the beſt of people they call 
hereticks, and ſo worſhip devils. 

5thily, Their numerous Meal of ceremonies and 
Tohims,-as if our Saviour was deficient, and could 


not make a religion fitting for his followers. 


6/hly, Their uſing, in the moſt plain and ſimple or- 
ſigns, wonders and freits. 
Feit forbidding their clergy one of their 


7thly, 


ſacraments; viz; marriage, ; as if the lay-people ought 
to be more holy and obey the commands better than 


themſelves. 


8hbly, Their Heldin e wafer to make the peo- 
ple worſhip it, as if i᷑ c che work of their own 
hands . 
gthly, en Supererogation; as if they had merit 
to ſpare, to ſave the greateſt ſinnet, if he pays them 


for it. 


1 othly, 
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CHURcH of ROME. 13 

rothly, Their Indulgence; making it lawful to live 
in the practice of all manner of ſins. '] 
11thly, Their Purgatory ; as if the ſoul could fave 


itſelf, and the body itſelf, after ſeparation; the very 


laſt ſhift for getting money: It may as well be ſaid, 
they might ſave themſelves before they were made. 

I12thly, Their Merit; as if their Maker was in- 
debted to them for their haughty performance; throng- 
ing in ſuperſtition, idolatry, and atheiſm, to ſmother up 
the chriſtian religion, which was deſigned to deſtroy 
the works of the devil. 1 70% iii. 8. being fitted to 
refine our natures, and make us meet to be partakers 
of the ſaints in high; and does conſiſt in true holineſs 
and virtue, in the improvement of the ſou], and reno- 
vation of the inward man. 96 

1359, Their ſacrament of Penance, and boaſting 
of worldly grandeur, is the reverſe of this; it lays the 
weight of religion on the body. 

1479, Their forbidding to marry, and command- 
ng to abſtain from meats, as if it was not the doctrine 
ofs devils. 1 Tim. i. 4. | 
1 5thly, Their Infallivility in having already ſo mi- 
ſerably fallen, that now. they can fall no lower. Y: 

16759, Laſtly, as the greateſt of their ſins I have 
yet named, is their blaſphemy againſt the holy ſcrip- 
rures, their adding and diminiſhing, perverting, burning 
and explaining away the ſenſe of all, as knowing very 
well, there is not one jot or tittle of the-chriſtian reli- 
gion rightly held among them, but that it plainly points 
out the pope to be antechriſt, the man of ſin. 1 The: 
Th 

His number is the number of a man, and his number 
is 666. Kev, xiii. 15, 17, 18. that is, a man at a time 
authorizing 666 ceremonies and falſe doctrines, all of 
man's own making; allowing none to buy or ſell, or 
live, but cauſes all to be killed, but thoſe who receive 
orders and miſſion from him, and gives in and {wears 
to maintain all theſe falſe doctrines; then all ſtrives 5 

| | make 
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make them appear as a kind of miracle, by reconciling 
the abſurdity and nonſenſe of them to reaſon and reli- 
pion, the more to aggrandize the beaft, and deceivethe 
fimple; fo that it requires wiſdom from on high, and 
one of underſtanding, to find out all thoſe ceremonies 
and falſe doctrines, ſo as to get himſelf rid clean of 
them; and if all this was not mark enough, the com- 
mon people wear a croſs of aſhes on their foreheads 
every Aſp-wedneſday ; and worlt of all is, their giving 
all they can contrive and make, the name of the Chri- 
ſtian religion, thereby cauſing the holy religion of the 
Redeemer to be blaſphemed and lightly eſteemed of a- 
Mong men; ſo that born natural fools and madmen 
ſtand a fairer lay for a ſhare in the tender mercies of 
the Almighty, than they, who thus pervert their ſenſe 
and reaſon fo as to cauſe themſelves and others to give 
into and believe a lie. 

The ſeat of the beaſt is myſtical Babylon, Rev. xviii. 
5. that great city, which hath ſeven heads or moun- 
tains, Rev. xvii. 9, vis. Rome, in which dwells the 
whore, dreſt in purple and ſcarlet, ver. 4. reigns over 
the kings of the earth, ver, 18. which hath gotten 
drunk with the blood of the martyrs of Jeſus, ver. 6. 

She is grown rich with dealing in ſlaves and ſouls of 
men, Rev. xviii. 13, by indulgences, maſſes, relicks, 
and the like merchandize, of the prieſts of Rome. | 
She ſits in the temple of God, pretending to be a 
. wha ſhe beguiled men to worſhip angels, Col. 
ji. 18. 

Had the apoſtle Peter ſpoke thus plainly of them, 
they never would have made him prince of the a- 
Poſtles, vicar-general on earth, and the foundation of 
the church; but would have choſe Matthew, or Mart, 
or ſome other man for it. 

Lam 3dly to ſhew the practice of the people under 
their eftabliſhment ; as for what they practiſe for reli 
gion, looks liker a thouſand religions, than one, with 
many Contrarieties in it; or ſcarce like religion at all 
| Wal 
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what pomp and riot is uſed among the cardinals, what 
ſeverity of fe among the hermits and the capwi 
chins, who wealthier than their prelates, who poorer 
by yow and profeſſion than their mendicants; on one 
ſide of the ſtreet is a cloyſter of virgins, on the other 
js a ſtye of courtezans, with publick toleration to live 
in the breach of all the ten commandments; this day 
they are in masks, w ith all looſeneſs and foolery, to- 
morrow all in proceſſion, whipping themſelves till the 
blood follow; on one door is an excommunication, 
throwing into hell all tranſgreſſors, on another a full 
diſcharge z one of their clergy carried in a coach, ex- 
ceeding all the kings of the earth for pomp and great- 
neſs; another of them begging all in rags ; among the 
Romans the prieſts are the wickedeſt; the lewdeſt 
prieſts are preferred to be cardinals, and the worſt 
man among the cardinals is choſe pope; and yet he is 
too good for a foundation of the religion they have 
made and eſtabliſhed among themſelves. 

A ſtranger coming from, maſs, being asked how he 
liked their religion, ſaid, he coulq not tell, for he ne- 
ver had ſeen it; why laid the,,4ner, did you not hear 
the prieſt ſay mals juſt now, 'reply*d the ſtranger, I did 
fee a man talk to himſelf and perform ſome things, bur 
thought he had been acting a play. 

At another place you may hear a prieſt ramble over 
the Lord's Prayer a hundred times a day, as if he was 
heard for his much reading, while his thoughts might 
have been upon any thing elſe; not ſo decent as the 
lewd fellow, being asked to ſay grace going to meat, 
anſwered, he had ſaid in the morning for all day. 

In the church of j Erneſt at Rome the archbiſhop of 
Rhodes ſaid maſs, where was a large fachine with 4000 
flamoeaux burning on it, all adorned below with an- 
gels, emblems, pictures, and the pope's muſicians play- 
ing; ſaid one of the prelates preſent, writing this ac- 
count of it to his friend; nothing on earth could xe- 
ſemble heaven more, if the pope badi been there with 


his glorious robes. Another 
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Another time the pope fell about his performance 
he had eight ſouls to bring out of Purgatory, to the 
view of all preſent; after maſs, names one with an au- 
dible voice, to come forth, then whips by the ſoul; 
as one of them was paſſing, a gentleman whipt it in 
his pocket, all kneeling, adoring, and'gazing at the 
pope the whole time: Next day three men magnify- 
ing the miracle, admiring how any could diſpute the 


pope's not having the keys of heaven and hell, after 


{o viſibly having ſeen the ſouls releaſed and ſent to 
heaven; but, ſaid the gentleman, here is one of them 
not got the length yet; as it was paſſing me, I flipt it 
in my pocket: But this diſcovery durſt not be ſpoken 
of in that place, for it would be immediate death to 
all who knew it, and confiſcation of their eſtates ſrom 
their heirs for ever. 

At a ſynod held at Paris, Anno 1228, as a doctor 
was preparing a ſermon for them, the devil appeared 
to him, ſaying, I am conſtrained to tell you, to go in 
and preach, and ſay unto them, the princes of hell have 
ſent to ſalute you, O ye princes of the church, for by 
your doings it is, ſo many ſouls come down to hell: 
He went in, told the affair, beſeeching their wiſdoms 
to, reform, ©'c. but this was reckoned atheiſm, and 
only gave them occaſion to ſuſpect him for a favourer 
of- the Goſpellers, who met frequently in every age, 
tho? under different names, during the univerſal reign 
of the beaſt, to confer and pray, and break bread with 
one another, which we call receiving the ſacrament ; 
there being always ſaints upon earth whom the beaſt 
made war with, and there being always ſome in the 
church of Rome who were favourers of other ſects, as 
knowing there was none worſe than their own, and 
would have publickly denied praying to ſaints, 
and ſeveral other things held among them, and pleaded 


for a reformation, and yer kept in higheſt places of 
truſt ur der the pope, providing they ſhewed them- 
ſelves bigotted to him in other reſpects, in bring- 
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ing him in money for Bulls, Indulgences, Abſolu- 2 


itons, Oc. 


Little children, you ſee the foundation of the church 
of Rome is overthrown, and that they have not one 


jot of the chriſtian religion eſtabliſhed among them, 


but is altogether antechriſtian, and is come too late 
for the firſt religion by upwards of 600 years; tho? 
nothing is more common among them, in all parts 
where I have been, rich and poor, learned and un- 
learned, than to ſay their religion is the firſt, there- 
fore the true, tho' no kind of men in the world ever 
teſtified any thing of any ſuch religion to be in the 
world for the firſt ſix hundred years. 

The apoſtle Paul taught the religion of the new 
teſtament to the Romans, then st Rome; and his ſuc- 
ceſſors alſo till the 4th century, when the Goths and 
Vandels conquered Rome, and peopled it with Ttalians, 
they continued teaching and converting theſe Halians 
the ſame religion *till the 6th Century; about which 
Time Gregory the Great was chole, as the cuſtom then 
wage by the common people, from being their ſchool- 
maſter to be their biſhop or teacher; he not being de- 
ſirous of it, wrote to the emperor not to give in to his 
election, but to chuſe ſome other man; the prefect of 
the city met the meſſenger, took the letter from him, and 
wrote in the place of it, that the majority of the people 
was for Gregory; at Which the emperor was well pleal- 
ed they had made choice of ſo pious and learned a 
man: And when they were loading him with honours, 
which he could not bear, and not fitting a difeiple of 
the redeemer, he told them plainly, all theſe things are 
the forerunners of Antechriſt, which is to come, and to 
have an army of prieſts to fight his battles; and heating the 
biſhop of Conſtaxtinople was ſoaring too high for h ĩs office, 
he wrote to him to the ſame purpole, ſaying, that 
whoſoever is deſirous of being ſtiled univerſal or head 
over others of the clergy, or ever eſteems himſelf in 
his own mind above others his brethren, ſhews plam- 
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ly that Antechriſt the king of pride, is at the door : 
He wrote alſo to ſundry other biſhops, and to the em- 
peror, to the ſame purpoſe. Gregory died Anno boy.” 
Things continued this way till Boniface the 3d. 
who was the 2d after Gregory, whom Phocas the em- 
peror ſtiled univerſal head over the clergy; but it 
does not appear Boniface was deſirous of the title, 
(for T am very deſirous of excuſing them as long as I 
can) but thro' good manners could not refuſe the 


emperor's gift, whom he had abſolved from the {in of 


murdering the blood-royal, and uſurping the throne : 
But little did the emperor think the ſucceſſors of this bi- 
ſhop would pretend to uſurp a power over his ſucceſ- 
ſors afterwards, ſwearing them to be in ſubjection, and 
obey the pope in all things, and to deſtroy and pe1ſc- 
cute ſuch of their ſubjects as do not; and if any re- 
fuſe, then comes an army of prieſts, friars, inquifi- 
tors, and ſoldiers, burn and diſpeople paitof their do- 
minions, without having any accuſation againſt many 
of them, but that they were found” reading certain 
heretical chapters out of the bible, contrary to the 
appointment of the pope and holy ſee of Rome; for 
which you are to die. If any king or emperor ſay 
againſt it, the ſubjects will be freed from their allegi— 
ance, and be dethroned or poiſoned by the conſecrated 
bread, or made an end of ſome other way, and his do- 
minions given to others; all which happened them af- 
terwards. 'There was the trial of the Eich and pati- 
ence of the ſaints; never was the church or little 
flock more pure, being purged from the droſs, for no- 
thing could withſtand the fiery trials, but the inward 
principle of religion, being upheld by the foundation 
which is from above; they were perlecuted, torment- 
ed and diiven into caves and coiners of the earth, 
dwing this univerſal reign of the beaſt; and ſo ſtrange- 
ly we e they of all ranks ſo infatuated, as to help in 
biinging their neareſt anddeare(t relations to execution, 
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or in murdeiing them themſelves, if accounted hefe 
| | ticks; Þ 
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ticks; in the mean time being aſſured they merit hea- 
ven by ſo doing, without needing. abſolution from 
any. 
Alphonſaus Diazius, one of the pope's lawyers, 
travelled from Rome to Germany, to murder his brother 
John Diaz14s, a learned man, who turned proteſtant ; 
and tho” they parted the day before with tears, he came 
back in diſguiſe, bringing a common cut. throat, and an 
ax he brought for the purpoſe, to the door where 79h 
{lept; Alphonſus ſtood at the ſtair foot, ſent the villain 
to give John letters, and he hearing they were from 
his brother, bounced out of bed, caſt a cloak about 
him, called for the letters; and as he was reading 
them, the villain behind his back ſtruck the ax in his 
head up to the helve; withal kept him in his arms, 
laid him down ſoftly from making noiſe, with the ax 
in; then they both walked out, rode off, were per- 
ſued by the citizens, taken, aand put in goal; but find- 
ing they killed him for being a heretick, and thro? zeal 
for che catholick religion, were ſet at liberty by pub- 
lic c authority: Thus this terrible murder was {lipt over 
by man, and highly commended by the Romans; but 


did not go unpuniſhed, for Alphonſus was hunted by 


the furies of his own conſcience; and being at Trent 
fix years after, he hanged himſelf on the neck of his 
own mule, 

Richard F/oodman's father and brother betrayed 
him into the hands of his perſecutors, and he ſuffered 
martyrdom. 

Garret Seamats, a Frenchman, being given to. vice, 
was caſt off by his father; but found entertainment 
in a gentleman's houſe, in whoſe family he became 
{worn brother to a young gentleman who was a pro- 
teſtant; aſterwards turning papiſt, came to his. eftate : 
but his confeſſor did not think he had ſignalized himſelſ 
to be known for a ſtanch papiſt, but this hg derermin- 
ed by plotting the death of his deareſt protoſtant friends; 
he invited his father, his {worn brother; and fix other 
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Gentlemen of his acquaintance to dinner, and let them 


know. he was highly obliged to them for doing him 
the honour to dine with him; took it as a great favour 
to cat ſuch as it was; if it was better, ſure none alive 
were more welcome; and ſuch talk as this, till after 
dinner ſixteen armed ruffians came in, laid hold on 
all the prbteſtant gueſts, but this wicked villain, who 
to ſhew his ſuperior merit, ſtabbed his father four 


times to the heart with his poignard, and killed four 


more with his own hands, the ruffians the other three, 
the {worn brother he reſerved 'till laſt ; he being a 
lweet finger, made him ſing a ſong, and near the end 
of the ditty ſtabbed him firſt in the throat, and then 
to the heart; and by this exploit came up almoſt to 
the merit of Thomas Becket, traitor to his king and 
country, whom the pope pronounced ſaint and martyr; 
whoſe bones they raiſed up and laid in a rich ſhrine in 
the cathedral church of Canterbury, and gave him di- 
vine homage: Then people of all ranks, and from 


all parts, came, preſſing and kneeling on their knees, 


giving rich offerings to get leave to touch his ſhrine, 
and kiſs his ſhoe; and when Henry VIII. ſtript it, he 
ſilleg two cheſts with broaches, chains of gold, ima- 
ges, angels, precious ſtones, great orient pearls, c. 
each chett as weighty” as eight ſtrong men could lift 
out of the church. H/eaver's Mon. 

In the Bohemian perſecution, twenty-four proteſtants 
being in £1:9meritia goal, were ſentenced by the may- 
or to be d:owned. among whom was his ſon-in-law ; 
the daughter all in tears, fell down at her father s feet, 
beſeeching him to fave her husband's life; he told her, 
he would not, but that ſhe might ſoon get one more 
warthy ; but faid the, you ſhall never more eſpouſe 
me to any, far I will die with him: Others told bim 


his daughter was deſigned to drown herſelf or ſave i 
her husband; the father ſaid, if the offers in the leaſt | 
to ſave the heretick, ſhe is na better than he, and 


none ſhall touch her, bur let her drown alſo; the bui- 


band | 
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band being bound hand and foot, as the reſt were, 
and thrown into the river Albis, ſhe leap'd in after, 
catched him by the middle, but being unable to draw 
him out, both periſhed; and next day being raiſed, 
they were found embracing one another, 

At Montalbo, a company of armed men ſurround- 
ed a houſe where eighty proteſtants had met to wor- 
ſhip, and by pope Piaus the 4rh's orders, all were to 
have their throacs cut, that would not turn to maſs; but 
none of them were willing: A Ryman there preſent, writ- 
ing the account of it to his lord, faith, T tremble and 
quake, even to remember how the executioner held 
the bloody knife ip his teeth, with the bloody muffler in 
his hand, wherewith he blindfolded them ; his arms 
all gore blood up to the elbows, going to the fold and 
taking every one of them, one after another, by the 
hand, leading them out, making them kneel down, and 
diſpatching them in no otherwiſe than a butcher doth 
his calves or ſheep; the aged ſeemed to have great 
courage, the younger more timerous, 

The duke d' Alva beſieged the proteſtant city of 
Harlem, which ſurrendered upon condition to ſave 
their lives; he taking out of it whom he pleaſed, and 
all the food, ſtirved the reſt to death, ſaying, if I 
promiſed to give them their lives, I did not promiſe 
to find them meat; and boaſted that he had been ſo 
diligent in obeying orders, that belides what were kil- 
led of the proteſtants on their own defence in battle, 
by burning, by drowning, by twiſting ropes through 
their brains, and by hunger, having ſometimes tied 
the living embracing the dead, 'til they ſtarved, that 
he delivered 1800 to the hangman. 

Ferneſius prince of Parma, going out of Italy, boaſt- 
ed, that he would make his horſe ſ im in the blood 
of the German Lutherans. 

The dutcheſs of Parm?, governeſs of the Law 
Countries, ſending the lord Bevor with an army againft 
the proteſtants of Brabant, charged him, en, bo 

ure 
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ſure that pity mote thee not to give them quarter 
upon any terms, but thoſe wicked men do thou with- 
out paul or mercy deſtroy with fire and word. Strada. 

In the maſſacre of Paris, there were murdered in 
| divers parts of France 600000 proteſtants, beſides 300 
miniſters burned in leſs than five years ; and when the 
murders became authorized by publick authority, and 
the proteſtants raking up arms in their own defence, 
there were 1,200,000 native French ſlain. 

When the pope's army took the proteſtant city of 
Beziers from the Albigenſes, Arnoldus, the pope's 
legate, commanded the captains to put all to the N N 
| andwhenit was told him there were ſome catholicks init; 
| replied, by ſaving a catholick, a heretick might eſcape ; 
| | ſo kill them all, catholicks and hereticks, for the Lord 
| knoweth who are his. 

The council of T holonſe decreed, that the houſe 
ſhould be pulled down wherein a heretick was found. 
4 Friar Auguſtine at Antwerp, preaching to the peo- 
| ple from the pulpit, wiſhed Luther was there, thas he 
| might rear out his throat with his own teeth, and would 
immediately after with the ſame bloody teeth reſort to 
x 
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the altar and receive the body of Chriſt, and by ſo 
doing be highly pleaſing to his maker. Eraſ. Epiſ 

Sure the moit barbarous heathen nations will riſe 
in judgment againſt them, becauſe they exceed in baſe- 
nels, cruelty, and murders. | 

I can't bear to mention the maſſacre here in Treland, 
which laſted ſeven years; wherein 200,000 prote— 
ſtants were murdered; nor ſcarce any chriſtian can bear 
to hear it; tho? the pipiſts performed it with delight; 
and for every ſucceſsful maſſacre throughout the 
world, a thankſgiving day was appointed for it at Rome, 
| and a year of jubilee, releaſing all priſoners. A prieſt 
11 ſhewing ſome femorſe for being concerned in advi!- 
ing the people to murder, was in danger of loſing his 
life; and before he got abſolution for it, was enjoined 
pennance, and to declare in publick, that it was « work 
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great merit. and thoſe who deſtroyed the moſt hereticks, 
would attain to the higheſt manſions in heaven. | 

Tis true, the beſt of people have deſerved greater 

uniſhments from the hands of the almighty, for their 
manifold treſpaſſes againſt him, than their adverſaries 
can load them with, or than they are able to bear; 
and ſtand in need of chaſtiſements, to teach them hu- 
mility, to know themſelves, to bear with one another's 
infirmities, and to live in love and unity together: Yet 
in the time of their greateſt torture, the Moſt High 
was graciouſly pleaſed ro cauſe his face to ſhine fo u- 
pon them, that they felt no pain, bur viſibly rejoiced ; 
and ſometimes angels appeared to them, comforting 
them; and tho? the murderers are ſuffered ſometimes 
to go on, and eſcape puniſhment from themſelves, yet 
they don't go unpuniſhed, for they can't eſcape their 
own guilty conſcience for ever; and every one knows 
the fatted calf is prepared for the ſlaughter. 

John Huſs being cited to the council of Conſtance 
for hereſy, got the emperor's promiſe to condu&t him 
ſafe home, but when he came there, they clap'd him 
in ions, condemned him to be burnt, with all his books, 
and every one who retained any of them afterwards, 
was to ſtand the ſame fate: Then they made an act 
that faith is not to be kept with hereticks, which hin- 
dered the emperor from performing his promiſe to 
him: When he came to the ſtake, he ſaid, he came 
to vindicate the truth he had taught, expecting a fair 
trial and the emperor's ſafe conduct, but nothing of 
that is given, and nothing falſe agar againſt me; 
yet J muſt die: But out of the ajhes of this gooſe, 
{for ſo Hu ſignifies in the Bohemian language) 100 
years hence, will ariſe a ſwan, whom all the fury of 
the adverlaries will not prevent from living out his day, 
and doing much good in rhe world. He kneeled 
down and prayed, that as it pleaſed his heavenly fa- 
ther to ſuffer him to die for the truths of the goſpel he 
had taught, he would. itrengrizen him to undergo 15 

| | for 


\ \ 
17 
N 

1 
* 4 

1 F 
af! 

* Y : 
35 

\ 
- 


ö 


never be ſo ſcandalous a thing ſaid o 
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for into thy hands T commit my ſpirit: But ſaid the 
— we commit thy foul to the devil, telling the 


people they ought no more to pray for him, than for 
a dog; burnt him, and threw his aſhes into the river 
Rhine, becauſe he propheſied ſo about them. : 

That time 100 years Luther was born, whoſe name 
ſignifies a ſwan, and took on him the order of monk; 
and ſeeing a pamphlet handed about againſt the pope 
and his indulgence, he undertook the anſwer, but in 


fo dbing was converted himſelf, and publiſhed 95 e- 


piſtles privately againſt the abominations and ſuperſti- 
tions of the church of Rome, by which multitudes 
were converted; and when a great buſtle was making 
fo find out the author, he owned them, and propoſed 
to vindicate the trath of them before any ae or 


council, if the emperor would allow, aud grant him a 


fafe protection; this he got met by appointment; one 
of the Impeachments againſt him was, that he had 
renounced his baptiſm, and was a turn- coat; he an- 
ſwered this more plainly afterwards, that he was bap- 
tized to profeſs the chriſtian religion, and did. not 
care for being ante-chriſtian; and was no otherwiſe a 
rurn-coat, than a Mamaluke turning chriſtian, or a ma- 
gician renouncing his league made with the devil, and 
betaking himſelf to Chriſt. They condemned him 
to be burnt, and his books, and every one who was 
found to retain or read any of them afterwards, as 


they had uſed Peter Caſſiſſiadorus an Italian, Arnold, 


de Villa Nova, a Franchman, Ocam Dantes, petrarch, 
and Johannes Drupeſſiſa, franciſcans, ohn M ictliſf 
and John Resby, Engliſhmen, Fohn Hu, Paul Cray, 


and Zerom of Prague, Bohemians. But now the em- 


peror interpoſed, and told the POOR, there ſhould 


ſome of his prodeceſſors, that I will not keep the pub- 


lick faith, but commit a man to the flames for witnel- 
ſing ſo noble a confeſſion, after my promiſe of fate 
conduct; the biſhops hearing ir, roſe in a rage, off a 


ſtrong 
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new one to his own liking, till the council oF 
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ſtrong new chair to excommunicate the emperor, and 
the chair ſhiver'd to pieces, to the admiration of the 
ſpectators; after he was ſafe home, the emperor gave 
in to the ſentence, then the empreſs queen interpoſed, 
defiring that none might harm Luther, for that he bay- 
ing many friends, it would occaſion much blood ſhed 
through Germany; then they feed a Jew with 2009 
crowns to poiſon him; but TLutber having the picturę 
of the man ſent him, eſeaped: Others attempteg;fun- 
dry times to murder him; 175 the pope ſent, profer- 
ing him a cardinaPs hat; as Tom Sarangius the ſhoe- 
maker's ſon was drawn over, whom they made biſhop, 
cardinal, and pope all in one year; but all did not do 
with Luther. Soon after Boniſace III. in the .7th 


century, the clergy ſeeing the great power the biſhop 


of Rome Was inveſted with over other bifhops, begun 
to uſe all manner of means for attaining it, ſuch as bri- 
bery, forgery, perjury, and witchery ; and no ſooner 
attained, but they fell a making all the keys and gates 
about religion, almoſt every one of them making a 
F Trent 
ot it fixed as it now ſtands; But never did the pope 
Jiveſt himſelf of the power of making it over again, 
if he can get it better to his mind; and if this preſent 
pope would take my advice and join me rightly, he 
might be capable of doing infinite ſervice to the world, 
for his rule from Rome might convert all the ignorant 
among the Romans, and this my ſermon from Killegd 
all the learned; thus the world would be eternally o- 
bliged to us, but I almoſt diſpair of his thus right] 
joining me. Methinks the ſcripture ſignifies that bake | 
kings whom he a long time deluded and reigned over, 
ſhall be converted by the power of the word, as ope 


half of the ten horns is already ſtruck off, and ſhall 


make war againſt the beaſt, and overthrow. him, then 
this great ſtumbling: block being taken away from be- 
fore Jets, Turks and Hrathens, which they miſtook for 


the chriſtian religion, and which they could not but 


* 


‚ ve FOUNDATION of be 
ſee at the very firſt view to be abſurd, deviliſh, abo- 
minable and wicked; then ſhall the evangelical or firſt 
religion be eſtabliſhed thr6ugh all parts of the world, 
every one preferring another, and ſtriving who will 
ſhew the moſt love and kindneſs, and do moſt good 
to their fellow eatures in the world. But you may 
be deſirous to know under what namehe firſt religion 
goes now by ; and this, as well as cyery thing about 
it, may be known by ſcripture. 

The apoſtle Paul wrote to Timothy, 1 Tim. iv. 14. 
to negle& not the gift given him, by laying on the 
hands of the presbytery, from which the name Pre/ 
byterian is derived; and as many of them as continues 
ſteadfaſt to the ſcriptures as their ſtandard, bear alſo 
the marks of the firſt church, the true, the holy ca- 
tholick and evangelical church. h 

Little children, what now can the church of Reme 


fay againſt all this? why nothing from ſcripture; but 


they may talk for ever from the fathers ànd from 
themſelves: But T have ſhewn you what ſort of men 
they were, and it can't be expected but even before 
their time, or before there was any ſuch church in the 
world as theirs is, there were errors held by ſome of 
the fathers during the firſt 600 years ; but theſe errors 
were only the errors of particular men, and were not 
forced into the church upon multitudes ; nor yet were 
they guilty of ſo many errors, as appears now to be in 
their works; for the church of Rome appointed a com- 
mittee of themſelves at the council of Trent, which 
laſted 18 years, to correct and amend the writings of 
the fathers, and inſerted ſome of their own errors a- 
mong their works, to make them bear ſome reſem- 
blance to themſeſves; and by not doing it compleatly, 
theſe laſt fathers have made the firſt fathers contradict 
themſelves in their writings; ſo that we can't know 
much about them, nor is it at all material, ſeeing every 
one mult ſtand or falf by his gwn doings. 1 
ittle 
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Little Children, I have now ſhewn you ſome of the 


ſtrange Tontrivantes the church of Rome made uſe of 
to ſuppreſs the true religion, and overthrow its foun- 


dation, and aggrandize themſelves ; and yourſeves may 
judge, how unlike it is to the practce of the apoſtles, 
and of our Saviour himſelf, who during the courſe of 
his life, ſhewed the greateſt pattern of numility, and 
wrought 18 years at thè carpenter trade, and no higher 
kind of it than in making plows and harrows; And 
yokes for oxen; and tho? he had legions of angels at 
command, he did not think proper for him, nor for 
any of his followers to uſe force, but to teach and in- 
ſtru& in the moſt humble manner; and if any refuſes 
to be taught, you are to ſh*ke off the duſt off your 
feet againſt them, in token you have done all that was 
neceſſary on your part, towards their welfare; and 
not to concern yourſelves further with thoſe without; 
but the church of Rome not only breaks the com- 
mandments by her traditions and new religion, but 
forggs men to do ſo alſo; fo that it is not poſſible for 
any in her communion to lead good and acceptable 
lives here, and the ſcripture ſhews us their puniſhment 
hereafter. Rev. xiv. 9, 10,11. Vany man worſhip 
the beaſt, and bears his mark, he ſhall receive everlaſt- 
ing puniſhment. 

I do not take upon me to determine how far down 
this, and other parts of ſcripture to the ſame purpole, 
reaches among the moſt innocent and ſimple of the 
church of Rome, that abhors thr many abomina- 
tions, but hus it not in their power to come out from 
among them; but it is certain, that it ſhall be more 
tollerable for the heathen world in the day of Judg- 
ment, who live more agreeable to the ſcriptures by 
the light of nature that is within them, than thole 
that pretend to the ſcripture, gnd live quite con- 


trary to it. G 


But you may think this moſt terrifying, that fo nu- 


merous a part of our fleſh and blood as the Romans 
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28 The. Fauxnariox of the 
ire, ſhould be in {6 Bad 4 way; But how can I help 
it; muſt we conceal the keys of the kingdoingof Hea- 
ven, to help alſo to Jill them aſleep; ty rather pub- 
Wh the danger they are in before the face of the 
World, to ronſe them up, to bring them to think, and 

if poſſible, from under the deluſion of the devil. 
I do hot fay you ate to hate or diſregard their per- 
tos, it is ther ertors and cotruptions I ſpeak againſt; 
U ate to love and ref their perſohs, and en- 


8... dur to promote their welfare here, and if you 


find any of them deſirous of inſtruction, contribute as 
much às in you lies towards their happipeſs hereafter. 
Not would T be deſitous of diſregarding, or even 
ſeparating from any kind of chriſtlans, tho" they hold 
many uſelefs cerembnies, and tho? they read, for 


preathing and prayer, the compoſures of others; and 
read their wh6le publick ſervice (for I am 
very chäritable and good humoured) providing they 


to* thi 


do not 1tapoſe theſe _ upon others, if they can 
e of themſelves; but would with pleaſure 
1 


ve among them, gently reproving, ens and ad- 
them with all meekneſs and compaſſion, 


—_— 
Seating With their infirmities, as knowing all the pow- 
er che church can gerive from the foundation is mi- 


nifterial and not authoritative; and there may be a2 
poche, fer ad of order among the clergy, but not of 


power, for all we are brethren. 


Little children, you have now the everlaſting ſcrip- 
ture, which is of ,divine original, and the true religion 

{ Handed down miraculouſly by the 
foundation, thro? all ages to us, and the gates of hell 
and of perſecution did not prevail againſt it; therefore 
read them diligently in love, and without prejudice, | 


* 


agreeable to it, 


and all will become plain and eaſy, for they are che 
rule given us to live by, and at the reſurrection all 


fleſn ſhall be taken up into the air, and theſe ſcrip- 


tures opened, and every ones conſcience opened unto 


them, accuſing or exculing themſelves, and in a mo- 


ment 
= 


FFF 
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ment receive their ſentence according to tfe thing x 
written therein. q + 

I ſhall gow conclude in the words of the apoſtle 
John when great multitudes were gathered together 

to hear him, as the beſt thing he couldſay unto them, 

and by reaſon of extream old age could ſay no more 

than this, Litile children, lowe one another, | 
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GAL. i. 9. 1f any Man preach any other Goſpel unto 
you than that ye have received, let him be accurſed. 

1 Joux ii. 18. Little Children, it is the laſt Time : 
and as ye have heard that Antichriſt ſhall come, even 
tu are there many Angichriſts. Verle 22. Me i 
Antichriſt that denieth the Father and the Son.” Vexle 
24. Lf that which ye bave heard from the Begia- 
ning, remain in you, ye alſo ſhall continue in the' Son 
aud in the Father. 

2 Tuess. it. 4. Vl oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf e. 
bove all that is called God, or that is worſhipped; fa 
that he as God ſitteth inthe T emple of God, ſhewing 
himſelf that he is God. Verfe 8. And then bail 
the Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord fhall conſume 
with the Spirit of his Mouth, and ſhall deſtroy with 
the Brightneſs of his Coming. 

TIHESE verſes need but very little explanation; 

the firſt of them ſhews the danger there ig of 
putting their own inventions, or.a new religion in place 
of the ehriſtian religion, taught by the apollles 3, Les 
him be accurſed, '% ie 
| nd The 
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of God, and will uſurp a power over all the great 


30 De Evidence. againſt the Iſigns 


® ®, Thefſecond and third are explained by the 4th, 7 veale 
continue in the dhetrine of the apoſtles, or firſt religion, bega 


is to own the {on and the father that made t; but to ligio 


leave it by, pretending to make it better, is to deny cont 
the father and the ſon, and is Antichriſt. Y 


The fifth verſe ſhews the great power this Aufi. and 
chriſt, or men of his ſtamp, will riſe to; he muſt be ſtam 
a pretended chriſtian, by fitting in the church or temple me. 


men of the earth, both their ſouls and bodies, whe- 
ther dead or alive; for he exalteth himſelf above all 
that is called God, or that is honoured or worſhipped, , 
or that is pretended to by man. Princes and magi- 
ſtrates of old were called gods, P/al. Ixxxii. 1. 6. and 
1 Cor. vii. 5. Such he exalteth himſelf above, and op- 


poſeth all the true followers of the redeemer : We mult * 1 
not expect this temple he fits into be Sclomon's, built An 
a third time, or to be found among the heathens ; for Pei 
the apoſtle would not call ſuch the temple of God, chu 
nor yet the true chriſtian church, but that it ought to fur 
be ſo by aſſuming to itſelß the name; nor mult we 4 VE 
expect this Antichriſt to call himſelf God, but that dec 


he aſſumes a power God never gave to any mortal; An 


ſuch as making religion and laws to bind the conſci- ant 
ence; diſpenſing with laws natural and moral; par- Ti 


doning fin paſt, preſent, and to come; tranſlating 5 


ſouls from purgatory to heaven; claiming a power nk 
to judge all men, and to bejudged of none; and that 40 
the ſcriptures muſt give way to his decrees, their coun- | 
cil of Conſtance coming in with a poſitive command n 
againſt our Saviour's poſitive command, in withhold- Je 
ing the cup in the ſacrament; and the like may be for 
ſaid of marriage, and praying in an unknown tongue. th 

The 6th and laſt verſe, ſhews, the downfal of An. 81 
tichriſt, by the brightneſs of of the ſcriptures, rranſ= } ct 
lated into the vulgar tongue. All nations ſhall, time 4 
after time, diſcover and turn from him, and his great 


power, carried on after the working of Satan, with 


figns, 
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ſigns, miracles, and lying wonders, being fully re- 
„ vealed, ſhall dwindle away to nothing, as he at firſt 
„ began: Then comes the Millennium, or chriſtian re- 
o ligion to be received in all corners of the earth, and 
y continue ſo 'till the conſummation of all things. 

* Little children, you have now the marks, riſe, reign, 
J. and fall of Antichriſt deſcribed; and all thoſe of that 
e ſtamp do not ſeem to have fallen away, becauſe they 
never were of the truth, tho' they ſhould meet at the 
+ ſame church; for Chriſt is not Antichriſt, nor are an- 
tichriſtians chriſtians; nor can we ſuppoſe them to 
have formed a religion of their own, till after the 
middle of the ſeventh century, when they began to 
. Freign with power and authority over the kings and 
emperors of the earth, and had it eſtabliſhed by a law 
Jof their own making ſo to do. 


ſt In my foregoing ſermon, I proved the pope to be 
It [Antichriſt, and the ſentence which our Saviour ſaid to 
r [Peter, to be the foundation laid for preſerving his 
, [church always in the world: And I ſnewed the ab- 
o ſurdity of making Peter the foundation, who was a 


weak man, eaſily overthrown; or any of his preten- 
ded ſucceſſors, who were the worſt men in the world: 
| And I ſhewed the Presbyterian religion to be the firſt, 
ij. and always in the world, tho? under different names. 
r- 3 Thele things coming to the ears of ſome of the Rom- 
.o 1 clergy, they ſay, I take too much upon me, even- 
ring myſelf to St. Peter and the Pope; and do not ſee 
t 4 how a Presbyterian can put in for the firſt religion, 
1. \ when Luther and Calvin were the firſt of the ſect; 
d and none of them being chriſtians, for want of a pro- 
dg. per ecclefiaſtick among them, to ordain and qualify 
\e for adminiſtring the ſacraments: Which is not wor- 
thy a confutation, and *tis time enough for me to be- 
„ gin to talk of religious matters, when I commence 
= F cbriftian: And there is many ſcurrilous things ſaid 
e I »gainſt me: In anſwer to all which I take it as a great 
at WD fayour, 
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mould mutter againſt me. 


2 The Evidtxce 
vour, that thoſe who ſpeak 


1 1 the 
Hl of all good men, 


But they produce ſcripture on their behalf, and ſay, | 
The apoſtle Paul taught the true religion to the 


« Romans at Rome: Chapter the firſt tothe Romans, was ! 
© never denied by any; this chureh cannot fall away, 
for our Savior has faid, he will be with them always 
And 
has choſe Peter to be the rock; and ſee who his 
* ſnccefſors are, for the proud gates of hell does not 


© unto the end of the world. Mat. xxviii. 20. 


prevail againſt them. Mat. xvi. 18, And if ever 
« the church of Rome fell; whom did ſhe fall from, 
and who ever teſtified againſt her.” 

Anſwer. The apoſtle Paul taught the Presbyterian 
religion to the Romans at Rome, Rom. 1ſt. chap. and 
1 Tim. iv. 14. And has promiſed to be with them al. 
ways, a continue their religion pure till the end of 
the world: ut he has not promiſed to continue a true 


church among theſe Italians, which now inhabit Rome, 


ſince the 4th century: Peter's beingt he rock, is anſwered 
before; and. they are fallen ſo far ſhort of the true 


church, that what now they practiſe for religion, never} 


was practiſed by the true church in any age. Had the, 
ſermon been rightly repreſented, they need not have 
asked, who ever teſtified againſt her, ſince all the ing 
ſpired writers have teſtified againſt her; and I pro. 
duced ſundry human teſtimonies, who loſt their lives 
in all ages during her reign, teſtifying againſt her, and 
whoſe blood always teſtifies againſt her; and I ſhall 
now ofterfurther evidence againſt the church of Rome! 
1ſt. The lady Cather ina Senences, in the 11th cen 
tury, The common people, /47th5 ſbe, are ſeduce 


by blind guides, which, (O! grief!) are ignorant ſots 
and boaſt of nothing more than their antiquity; de 
- cauſe the true religion was taught at Rome a thouſan 
years before they were born; when they onghr re 
ther to grieve and mourn, becauſe they have loſt it 
or rather baniſhed it quite away from among then. 
Mighty 


Cnonch f ROME. 
Mighty! to think that the common people, having the 


! ſhape and appearance of men and women, ſhould have 


loſt their Underſtanding, and do not ſee that their Cler- 


3 gy's whole ſtudy is to advance themſelves, by impo- 
veriſhing, deluding and deceiving the people, and give 
all they do the name of religion, which muſt be fol- 
* Towed, or be miſerable for ever! 


2. The ſecond evidence J ſhall produce, is biſhop 


Jewell, in the 16th century, preaching at Paul's 
3 croſs, made this ſolemn proteſtation, 


% That if all 
the learned men that be alive are able to ſhew an 


one ſufficient ſentence out of any one catholick doctor 


or father, or out of any one general council, or out 


the people under one kin 
their prayers in a ſtrange tongue, that they underſtood 
not y or that the biſhop of Rome was then called uni- 

verſal-biſhop or head of the univerſal church; 
that the people were then taught to believe that 
3 Chriſt's body is really, ſubſtantially, corporally, car- 
I nally, or naturally in the ſacrament; or that his body 
is or may be in a thouſand places at the ſame time; or 


of the holy ſcriptures, or any one example of the pri- 
mitive church, whereby it may be plainly proved, that 
there were any private maſſes in the world at that time, 
for the ſpace of 600 years after Chriſt ; or that the ſa- 
crament of the Lord's ſupper was ever adminiſtred to 

4 ; or that the people then had 


or 


that the prieſt did then hold up-the ſacrament over his 


head; or that the people did then fall down and wor- 
ſhip it with divine honour; or that then the ſacrament 
was hanged up under a canopy; or that in the ſacra- 


ment, after the words of conſecration, there remained 
only the accidents or ſhews, without the ſubſtance of 
bread and wine; or that then the prieſt divided the ſa- 
crament in three parts, and afterwards received all 
alone himſelf; or that whoſoever had then ſaid; that 


the ſacrament is a figure, pledge, token, or remem- 


brance of Chriſt's body, had therefore been judged for 
an heretick; or that it was then lawful to have thirty, 
E. twenty, 


ot De Evinencs againſt the 


twenty, fifteen, or five maſſes: ſaid in one church in 


one day; or that images were then ſet up in churhes 
by authority that the people. might worſhip them; 
or that the lay people were then forbid to read the 


word of God in their own language; or that it was 
then lawful for a prieſt to pronounce the words of con- 


ſecration cloſely and in filence to himſelf; or that the 
prieſt had the authority to offer up Chriſt to his father, 


or to receive the ſacrament for another, as they do, or 


apply the virtue of Chriſt's death and paſſion to any 


man by means of the Maſs; or that then it was 


thought a ſound doctrine to teach the people, that the 


- maſs, ex opere operato, as able to remove our finsz or 


that any chriſtian called the ſacrament his Lord and 


- Godz or that the people were then taught, that the | 


body of Chriſt remained in the facrament, ſo long as 
the bread remained without corruption; or that 2 


mouſe, worm, or other creature, may eat the body of 
Chriſt; or that ignorance 1s the mother of devotion : 
As I faid before, fo ſay I now again, that if all the 


learned men of our adverſaries, thut be now alive, can 


© + SS # 


For aſſerting his truth,'I ſhould do God great injury, if 


I I ſhould concealit.” | | 


3. Nine cardinals petitioned pope Paul the III be. 


ſeeching him to redreſs the grievances brought into the 
church by ſome of his predeceſſors, who having itching} 


ears, heaped. up riches according to their own deſire; 
not that they might teach others, what they ought to 


do, but by theirftudy and crafta way might be found, 


whereby it might be lawful to do what they pleaſe. 
goona fter one of thele cardinals being made pope, 
was minded by another of them, what he had ſo great 
| a deſire 


C 


% 
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1 & a deſire for, in reforming the corruptions of the church; At h 
s } ſaying, holy father, you have it now in your own. A 
power: Anſwered, when I was a child, TI thought, ſpake, 

e & and underſtood as a child; but when I became a man 

I laid aſide childiſh things. | 
J. The ſinful commands given and practiſed 

e them, to ſuppreſs truth, is evident againſt her: 

„ ® ſhall give one of this kind: Chri/t:an, king of Den. 

r 1 mark, being arrived at Stoctholm, and there crowned 
„king of the Swedes alſo, appointed the third day after 


sto feaſt the Swediſh nobility ; all being met, the arch- 
& biſhop of Up/al produced the pope's ſentence of death 
r againſt them for hereſy; then the king ordered his 
4 guards to take them in cuſtody, that none might eſcape; 
ec and was ſo merciful, that he fpared them till next day, 
when he butchered one hundred of the lords and 
24 nobles, ne his great zeal for the pope's com- 
of Y mands, let his ſoldiers go thro* the kingdom, uſing all 
|: manner of cruelty to the proteſtants, killing ſome, cut- 
je ting a leg and arm off others; ſaying, ſuch as they might 
in 4 hol@the plow with an arm and a wooden leg. I need 
4, not tell you again, this kind of murder is reckoned me- 
y 4 ritorious, and having the pope's orders for it, is a part 
ar of their religion itſelf, Thus religion patronizes the 
lis 4 worlt of villanies; but behold how vengeance fol- 
W. lows him: Now is ke gone home king of the three 
ad 3 Kingdoms in the Baltick ſea; but his conſcience ſo 
if purſues him, that he can ſettle no where; and*in the 
$ ſpace of three years loſt his three kingdoms, without 
ze-2 {triking a blow for them. 
he 7. The blaſphemous titles given to, and received by 
ng the pope, is evidence againſt her: I ſhall mention one of 
e; this kind: When Les the roth was made pope, biſhop 
to Bignius ſaluted him, ſay ing,“ O moſt bleſſed Leo, we have 
d, waited for thee our ſaviour; we have hoped that thou 
our deliverer, waſt coming; takethy ſwordandbuckler, 
and riſe to our defence: In thee, the only true and 
lawful vicar of Chriſt, that ſaying ſhall be fulfilled. a// 


2 nations 


775 biſhop of 
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rations ſhall ſerve him: Nor are we ignorant, that 


- Al power in heaven and earth is given to thee.” And 


turning to the people, he ſaid, © Weep not O daugh- 
ters Zion, for behold the Lion of the tribe of Judab, 
Kc. This is 


prince of all the world, the ſucceſſor | 


of St. Peter, and not inferior to Peter, who muſt be 


adored and ſubmitted to by all the people; for Wbat 
prince upon earth can ſay unto him, fir, what doſt : 
thou. And at the council of Lateran they laid the 
Bible at the pope's feet, and deſired to take his decrees | 
inſtead of it; and by ſuch blaſphemous titles of flat» * 


4 


tery they made the popes believe, T were ſomething 


more than man, by being ſomething 
corrupt the minds of popes and people. 


eſs, and helped to 


6. The next I ſhall give is, Epiphanius writing to | 


eruſalem, Anno 376, tranſlated by 


erom another of the fathers of the 4th century, © As 
we were going to Bethel, laith he, at the village Anab- 
latba, J found a vail hanging in a church door, painted, 


having the image of Chriſt, or ſome ſaint painted on it; 
I tore it in pieces, and adviſed the keepers of the place 


to wrap up the dead bddy of a poor man, in ſaid vail, | 


and ſo to carry him forth to be buried: .and I do be- 
ſeech you, give order, that there be no ſuch vails hung 


2 the church of Chriſt, contrary to the authority | 
of the chriſtian religion, and the holy ſcriptures of 

God.” This Epiphanius was fo years biſhop of Sa- 
lamine; he died 115 pears old: This is the firſt in- 
ſtance of an image put up in a chriſtian church I read 
of; and if they were chriſtians who put it up. they muſt } 


be reckoned to fall from the true church : 


But 


I rather incling to think they were a party of 

the antechriſtians, who bore the ſway in the true church | 

there, and denied the father and the ſon, by not living 
0 


agreeable to the doctrine given us by the ſon and the 


father; and were making a new religion to themſelves, 
which never came to a head 'till near the end of the 
ch century; about which time we may reckon the 

church 
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church now in Rome to commence, and obtain in the / 
world. Cardinal Bellarmin and Ribera, agree with 


Tertullian, Auſtin, Ferom, Ambroſe, and others of the 
fathers, that myſtical Babylon in the Revelations, is 
Rome But thoſe two Feſuite writers, incline to ſide 
with others of their own writers, in freeing the pope 

the 


from being the beaſt, by laying it on a heathen o 
tribe of Dan: But 1 pink 

bim to be a ſucceſſion of Men, making war with the 
* ſaints, and reigning over all that is great and good in 


che earth, and aſfuming the appearance of faint and 
1 chriſtian himſelf. 


have ſufficiently proved 


7. Some of the popes themſelves do evidence a- 
gainſt her: Pope Adrian the 4th, an Engliſhman, ſaith 
to Zohn of Salisbury, that to take the papacy, is to ſuc- 
ceed Romulus in murder, and not Peter in ſheep-feeding. 
Pope Pius Quintus ſaith, © When I fill came in 
orders, I had ſome good hope of my ſalvation; when 
I became cardinal, I had lets; ſince I was made pope, 
leaſt of all. was 

Pepe Adrian the 6th beginning to reform, was pot- 
ſoned for a Lutheran: Another of them going to mals, 


* ſaid, Let us go to the common errorsz” and I my 
ſelf do evidence, that her religion or common errors, 
had a beginning where the end ſhould be.” I ſpeak it 


boldly, faith Chamrers, either there is no antechriſt, 
or the biſhop of Rome is he.“ Lib. 16. chap. 8. And 


Papirius, a popiſh writer, ſaith, © "Theſe are thought 
to be very good popes, that are not ſtark naught.” 


8. The wicked lives of the clergy evidence againſt 
her: Three biſhops met at Bononia, Anno 1553. 


addreſs'd pope Fzlis the 3d, ſaying, We your ho- 


lineſs's moſt devoted ſervants and creatures, as the laſt 
and beſt advice we can give you, is, that you let as little 
of the goſpels be read under your juriſdiction as poſ- 
ible ; eſpecially in the vulgar tongue; that little which 
is uſually read in the maſs may ſuffice; and let it not 
be lawful for any mortal man to read more than * 

5 or 
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for when men were content with that-little, your af- 
fairs ſucceeded well, but when it came in uſe to read 
more of it, there was no end of clamouring : Ttſhorrt, 
this is that book which, above all others, has brought 
thoſe whirlwinds and tempeſts that have overwhelmed !' 
us.” And pope Paul the 4th prohibits and condemns * 
the book, tho? he was one of the nine cardinals called 
Peter T heatin, who adviſed pope Paul the 3d to a 
reformation, | | 

At Bern in Switzerland there roſe a great quarrel 
between the Dominican and Franciſcan triars, about the 
Virgin Mary, whether ſhe was born in original ſin, or 
not; but tre chief of the Dominicans propoſed to 
prove his way of it by a miracle; fo calls up a ſpirit | 
who appeared in the ſhape of a man, telling them he 
would put them all right; but they mult firſt give | 
him a bond, written with their blood, to ſtand to what 
he would ſay: This they did; then he determined 
it in fayour of the Dominicans, obliging them to baniſh | 
and caſt off all that would not believe it: But the 
Dominican was found to be a warlock, and had Riſed } 
the Devil: This being found c t upon him, he made 
his eſcape. 

Anno 1430, in Nurembourg there was a covetous 
Prieſt having the black art, and wanted of the Devil 
to get him riches and preferment; the Devil ſhewed } 
him thro? a chryſtal, where treaſure lay hid under 
ground; thither did he go, taking a companion with 
him, and having dug a pit, and looking earneſtly at a 
Coffer, and a black dog at the bottom of it, the earth 
fell on him and cruſhed him to death. | 

Tecelius the pope's agent in Germany, perſuaded } 
the people, that as ſoon as their ten ſhillings, which was | 
the price of any indulgence, tinged in the baſon, any | 
friend they would name would be immediately deliver- 


ed out of Purgatory; making them believe allo, that 


he ſaw them fly when named; and being met by a 
wild fellow, was eaſed of his caſh; who being a 
| CEutes 


1 - . * _ * my % 
\ e *. "0 F r 2 — 
3 * K 


1 * 


8 A enn * 
_ Cnvurcn of RO ME. 18 29 

cuted as a felon for it, was acquitted; by producing 
a pardgn fold by T ecelius himſelf for future fins! © * 
WIken the ſcriptures were prohibited, ſave only the 


little uſed in the maſs, and moſt of the bibles burnt, 


the clergy uſually took their texts out of Ariſtotle, or 
ſome heathen author; and a man at the council of 
Trent who had been prieſt ſeven years, found an old 
bible under a ſeat; another ſeeing him take up much 
time with it, asked him what book that was he 
{tuck ſo eloſe by, ſaid, I cannot tell; but every 


place I meet with in it, makes againſt us-and our 


| Pontifical. 


religion.” 


* 


The biſhop of Dunkeldon in Scotland thanked hs 


maker, that he never knew what the old and new teſla- 


ment was; and yet had proſpered very well in his of- 


ſice, dy knowing no more than was in his Portuis and 


Henry the 5th emperor of Germany, attempting to 
reform the abuſes in 7ta/y, was poiſoned by a monk, 
mixing poiſon with the conſecrated bread, and by ap- 


poifftment of the pope. 


The earl of Mirandola, writing to pope Les the1oth, 


+ faith, The Devil hath poſſeſſed himſelt of the mona- 
7 «© ſteries and nunneries;* and names ſeventeen of them 
that were burnt down in former times, with fire from 


heaven, for the filthy lives of the inhabitants, and are 
now turned into receptacles of bawds and catamites. 

In Henry the 8th's time there were in England 400 
convents of fryars and nuns, and 200 monaſteries of 
mendicant fryars, in which were multitudes. of religi- 
ous whoremaſters and whores, whole names and crimes 
being preſented to the parliament, anno 1538, ſome 
for keeping ſeven whores, ſome twenty, ſome more, 
ſome leſs, with the continual murder of infants, 700 
infants heads being found in a pool, beſide one of them, 
occaſioned their diſſolution; and the biſhop of Sylve 
affirmed, that the children of the clergy brought into the 
werld were almoſt equa] in number to the children of 


* 


the 


” 
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the laity; and that prieſts every morning aroſe . from never 
their whores, and repaired to the altar to conſecrate the op 
the dreadful hoſt o the 

The Germans in their diet at Nuremberg, anno 1761, Bere 
preſented to the pope's legate 100 grievances, of which ſubſta- 
theſe were ſome, that prieſts being denied marriage, Moctrit 
are continually ſolliciting their wives and daughters; got in 
very often detaining them from their husbands and the gt 
parents; threatening them with fire, water, ſword, and He pre 
eternal damnation, if any hinders; and that in many Practie 
places 'biſhops and their officials tolerate the prieſts ro YLanf? 
keep whores, they paying a Florence yearly to take pute x 
away the ſin of it; and haye begun extorting the ſame pn wi 
from thoſe who live chaſtly, telling chem, it is part Þgain( 
of the biſhop's living, and the biſhop needs money, they 
and they certainly need concubines; and that the peo- &.v | 
ple now will not ſuffer a prieſt to come into their pa- the bc 
riſh, except he brings a concubine with him, that the of it. 
chaſtity of their wives and daughters may be preſery- Tcounc 
ed; and yet theſe prieſts are ſo holy, that they will not much 
ſuffer a Jeuiſß maid to enter into the ſtews of wihore- mone 
dom, ill they firſt baptize her; whereas the like ſum befor 
of money might more properly be raiſed, as was in Worec 
former times, as well of clerg y as laity, that did not Þn th. 
take lawful wives at proper times in marriage, and Kom: 
thereby one hundred murders committed by the clergy Fheart 
theſe nine years laſt paſt would have been norvient.. f the 
as likewiſe much trouble and vexation. Iblooc 

John, king of England, having fallen out with the home 
pope and the looſer kind of the clergy, and reſting him- Ygory 
ſelf two days at Szin/tead- Abby near Lincoln, a monk Y wher 
of that houſe went to his abbot, and told him he had a Hold 
purpoſe to poiſon the king; ſaying, tis better one man deat! 
die, than all the people be troubled : The abbot wept It 
Tar Joy; and abſolved him from all his ſins paſt, preſent, ¶ who 
and to come: Then did this varlet mix the poiſon of I ſome 


a toad with a cup of excellent wine, and brought it to man 
the king, ſaying, my liege, here is a cup of wine, you 
ee never 
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ever drank better in all your life; 


I rejoice in having 


che opportunity in letting your majeſty taſte it; ſo drank. * 4 


o the king, and the king pledging him, ſoon died. 
Berengar ius, deacon of St. Maurice, in whoſe time Tran- 
ſubſtantiation wasabroaching, continued teaching his old 
Aoctrine, that the body of Chriſt was in heaven, and 
not in the ſacrament, but as a ſign or figure; pope Leo 
the gth ſummoned him to a ſynod at Yer/a: 8 where 
he proved his doctrine by ſcripture, fathers, and the 
practice of the primitive church; the pope ordered 
Wanfrank, afretwads arch-biſhop of Canterbury, to diſ- 
Pute againſt him; this Lanfrank was of the ſame opini- 
pn with Berengarius, yet he obeyed orders, and diſputed 
Againſt Berengarius, and againſt his own opinion; but 
they condemned the antient Doctrine, and put their 
u one, of the bread and wine being changed into 
the body and blood of Chriſt by conſecration, in place 
of it. Again, pope Vickor the ad ſummoned him to a 
ouncil at Tours, anno 1056, where he durſt not ſay 
uch for himſelf: Again, pope Nicolas the zd ſum- 
Snoned him to Rome; and tho? he defended his doctrine 
Pefore the ſynod there, they gave him his choice, either 
co recant or burn; the old man for fear of death recanted 
Sn theſe words; *© I Berengarius, do conſent to the 
ERoman and apoſtolick ſee; and with my mouth and 
heart confeſs, that the bread and wine which is laid on 
the altar, after conſecration, are the very body and 
blood of our Lord Jeſus:” But when he returned 


home, he returned to his old doctrine; and pope Gre- 
gor) the 7th ſummoned him ſundry times to Rome, 


where he alwas recanted, and always preached up his 


gold doctrine when he got home; and died a natural 
death. 2 


It did not fare ſo with a rich Merchant in Paris, 


who was apprehended for a heretick, for mocking at 


ſome fryars, and condemned to be hanged; but the 
man expecting to fave his life, recanted it; and it was 


told 


422 The EIDE YER againſt the 
told the friars, ti man owns the church of Rome to be 
true church, and r thing they do to be right; but 
ſaid the friars, if e. in this good way of 
thinking till the end, h& Val undoubtedly be ſaved; fo 
they commanded the office to hang him immediately, 8 
while he was in that good W. of thinking; which ac- Wi 
cordingly was done. KI [boc 

Francis Junius coming to Leytlen, called to fee his 3 fire 
intimate friend, Leis Savarius, who was corrector of the 
a preſs there, and looking at Auſtin's works, then a- the 
mong hands, commended them greatly, but {aid Sava- we 


rius, they were the worſt of the kind ever were prin- ce 


in 
hin 


of 


ted, pulling out a great bundle of uſeleſs paper, which Wit 
two Franciſcan friars by their authority ordered to be the 
taken out, and ſomething elle according to their index, Ice 
putten in, to the great diſadvantage of the printer; Im: 
there being two of the clergy appointed at the coun-' [ns 


cil of Trent to. overſee every preſs in Chriſtendom, 4. 
with proper indexes, teaching them what books are to by 
be prohibited, what to be purged and amended; it be- 
ing enacted that preſent catholicks have a right eo cor- 
rect and amend the writings of former catholicks. This pte 
Index diſcovered by Junius, was drawn up by the war- 
rant of Philip the 2d king of Spain, and of the duke Y* 
de Alva governor of the Low Countries: The Engliſh wel 


found another index in Calais when they took it. mo. 
9. Henry the 8th, king of England, ſaitb, Eng- >". 


laud is no more a babe, there is no man here but now he | 
knows, that they do fooliſhly that part with gold for lead: 
Surcly, except God take away our right wits, not on 


ly the pope's authority ſhall be driven out for ever, the 
but his name alſo ſhall be forgotten in England: We alo 
from henceforth will ask council cf him and his, when | 
we lift to be decerved, when we covet to be in error, Ge 
and when we deſire to offend God, iruth, and honeſty,” 1 


0. Lewis king of France, threw the pope's bulls 
in 
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in the fire, faying, he had rather they ſhould burn tkañ 


c himſelf fry in Hell, for obeying them. Is 
x 11. Queen Elizabeth ſuppreſſed the four orders 
of friars, and all roods and images ſet up in churches; 
with the copes, veſtments, and altar-cloths, anniſeed 
books, banners, and rood lofts were burnt in the open 
., © ftreet; the ceremonies of baptizing bells, giving them 
the names of ſaints, of anointing them, of conſecrating 
them by the biſhop to drive the devil out of the air, as 
„ well as the ſign of the croſs to drive him from the earth, 
ceaſed: The rood of grace had a man incloſed in it, 
ch with a hundred wires, to make the image goggle with 
e the eyes, nod with the head, move and ſhake the jaws, 
according to the value of the gift offered; if it was a 
i ſmall piece of money to hanga frowning lip, if large, 
* the qaws went merrily; this forgery was torn in pieces 
n, . aul's crols, by the people, who were long deluded 
Aby it. | 
— "x2, Robert Groſthead biſhop of Lincoln, wrote to 
28 oil which came to the pope, Anno 1253, and 
\is proved him by his abominable ſoul-murdering actions to 
A be a heretick worthy of death, to be Antichriſt, to fit 
K in the chair of peſtilence, as next to Lucifer himſelf; 
% at which the pope {wore by St. Peter and St. Paul, he 
could find in his heart to make the doating prelate a 
mirror of confuſion to the world, for his ſaucineſs; but 
de 3 fore of his favourite cardinals diſſuaded him from it, 
d. 3 ſaying, he 1s known by moſt people, to be more holy 
than moſt of us; 'tis beſt give it out that any thing 
J the dottard can jay, is not worthy notice; and let him 
V. alone he will die of himſelf. ent, 
en 13. Biſhop Albertus, a man of great authority in 
of Germany, and a great hiſtorian, hearing Luther was at- 
„ tempting a reformation, a little before his death wrote 
Ih; Jo him, ſaying, 
—_ % Brother, brother, get into thy cell. 
Tae up d pſalm of mercy, and pray for them . 7 
F 2 is 
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This was all I durſt attempt myſelf, tho' I had as great 
a deſire of reforming the abuſes of the church, as you 
have. Farewell.” 

t4. Edward the confeſſor, in his laſt ſickneſs, was 
two days ſpeechleſs; the third awaking out of a ſlum 
ber, with a deep ſigh prayed thus; „Lord God ab 
mighty, if this be not a vain fantaſtical deluſion, but a} 
true viſion which I have ſeen, grant me ſpace to ut. 
ter it to theſe preſent ; or elſe not. Then there ſtood 
two men by me, whom I thought in my youth to have, 
known in Normandy, to live piouſly A die chriſtian 
ly 3. thele proteſted unto me, they were the meſſengers 
of God; and faid, becauſe the chief governors in Eng. 
land, the biſhops and abbots, are not the miniſters of 
God, but of the Devil, the almighty God hath deliver. 
ed this kingdom for a year and a day unto the handy 
of the enemy. But l fd, I will declare this untq; 
them, and they ſhall repent, as did the Ninevites} 
but they anſwered, it will not be ſo, neither will they 
repent, nor the Almighty take pity on them.” Witt 
theſe words of the dying king many were ſtruvk with 
fear; yet the arch- biſliop of Canterbury made a jel} 
of it, ſaying, the old man is doting, and now raves ii 
his ſickneſs. Nevertheleſs, ſaith Sir ahn Haywood, it 
the life of William the Conqueror, „ Within the 
{pace of that year the truth of this viſion was mad 
good, when Miiliam the Conqueror ſeized and gave mol! 
of all the poſſeſſions in England to the Normans. 

15. The unjuſtneſs of the Spaniſh Inquiſition is 
vidence againſt her; the procurator general and arch 
biſhop adminiſter to kings, princes, and emperors, th 
ſolemn oath, on the crucifix, painted in the maſs book 
ſaying, “ Your majeſty ſhall ſwear, that you will 
your the holy inquiſition, and not hinder it by an 
manner of way; bur ſhall employ, to the utmolt | 
your help hereafter, to. ſee them all executed wh 
{werve fiom the church of Raue, and join themſelve 
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to the Lutherans, without reſpe of perſon, age, or / 
ſex: Iten, your majeſty ſhall ſwear, that you will — 


conſtrain all your ſubjects to join themſelve to the 
church of Nome, and to have in reverence all the laws 
and commandments of the ſame.” Then the biſhop 
holds ap his hand and gives his benediction, enabling 
him to be a good catholick, and to perform his oath : 
Then if any be found reading the bible, or withdraws 
from the church of Rome, they are clapt up in a dark 
dungeon, not ſeeing the ground they ſtand on, till 
they are brought out and the ſentence read againſt 
them, that they were found reading certain heretical 
chapters, not licenced by the pope, or has deſpiſed the 
church by abſenting, fo which you are to die; and 
none dare ſpeak a word for them, or they will be ſuſ- 
pected for hereticks, and ſtand the ſame lay. 

Little children, I have now entered a little into the 
ſpirit and ſentiments of CO and Antichriſtians 
and am at no loſs for want of evidence teſtifying againſt 
the church of Rome, when every thing they ſay and 
do not being right, is evidence againſt her; and tis 
plain they are not Chriſtians, becauſe they do not the 
things our Saviour ſays, or in the words of my text, 
they do not continue in the Son and in the Father. 

Bur ' tis ſaid proteſtants themſelves acknowledge the 
church of Rome to be a part of the true chureh, tho? 
corrupted; they holding the fundamentals, viz. the 
believe in Chriſt: Anſwer, ſo do the devils believe 
and tremble; for they cannot help but believe what 
they know; but ?tis the wrong way, by doing other 
things than our Saviour has commanded, to their own 
utter deſtruction. | 

Now, little children, it concerns you all to look 
harply to your own ways, for you may meet here 
profeſſing the true religion, and yet be but a party 
of the .Antichriſtians, if ye live not agreeable to the 
doctrine handed down to us in the ſcriptures by = 

n 


46 The Evinexcs ogainſl le .. || 
Son and by the Father. And you of the Romifh 
religion, cannot ſay I diſcſteem any of your perſons; 
but I pity your caſe, and expect nothing leis after 
aur hearing fo many undeniable evidences, though 
me of them not being cuſtomary and generally known 
here, ſeem a little ſcrupulous ; yet they are real facts, 


fairly repreſented and proved againſt the church of \ 
Rome: I ſay, I expreſs nothing leſs than that you 
will do as moſt of our fathers have done, draw © 
yourſelves from under the yoke of the Antichriſtian | 
powers of darkneſs, and graven images, and endea- : 
vour to do much good in your generation, by turn- | 0 
: 3 11 
ing many from darkneſs to light, and ſhine as ſtars | 


for ever and ever. 
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BOOKS printed by H. and R. Jo v, at the Pes 
cock in Bridge: ſtreet, Belfaſt. 


E MARK S on ſome Articles of the Seceders 
3 new Covenant, and their Act of Presbytery, 
” making it the Term of Miniſterial and Chriſtian Com- 
> munion. By SamveL Drrar, A. M, and Diſſenting 
Mini ſter at Letter tenny. | 


N Humble Attempt towards the Revival of 
Practical Religion among Chriſtians, by a ſeri- 
ous Addreſs to Miniſters and People, on ſome occa- 
Gonal Diſcourſes. By J. WATTS D. D. the fourth 
Edition. 


HE VIICGCINS's NosEGAY: or, the Duties of 
Chriſtian Virgins : Digeſted into ſuccinct 

ters, and treated under three principal Heads: Vz. 
I. Truths, which they are indiſpenſibly obliged to 
know. II. Vices, which they ought to avid. III. Vir- 
tuecy which of Neceſlity they ought to practiſe, in or- 
der to be happy in this World and bleſſed for all 
Eternity. To which is added, Advice to a new 
married Lady. 


Pray-Boox for CHILDREN, to allure 
them to read as ſoon as the can ſpeak plain. 
Compoſed of fmall Pages, on Purpoſe not to tire Chil- 
ren, and Printed with a fair and pleaſant Letter. 
The Matter, and Method, plainer and eaſier than any 


yet extant. To which is added, the Church Cateciſm. 


HE Cuirty's DELIicuT: A new invented _ 

HORN-BOOK; having the Alphabet prin- 
ted in large Characters; and a Picture of a familiar 
Animal, &c. to each Letter; neatly engraved, glazed, 


and gilr: With Intent to allure young Children to 
learn the Letters, Price 24. 
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